
Attentive Listening, Supporting and Challenging 

As Interpretive Practice 
 
I work with two of the Middle School teachers - Ronit Roth and Kim Favor. I chose the text about 
Shifra and Puah because in the 6th grade we are developing a new Project Base Learning 
about identity and the impact of your identity on your actions. I thought that this text lends itself 
beautifully to this theme. In addition, this way of text study is a great integration to our Social 
Emotional unit.  
 
Ronit, our Judaic teachers, and Kim, our Middle School Director, were eager to learn about the 
process and help me with the assignment too. By the end of our study we all like the text and its 
deeper meaning so much that we added and artistic component of the understanding of the text.  
 
I began our session with reading to them method behind this study of text - “ i’d like to work on a 
way….” 
 
Ronit and Kim read the texts and were asked to think what is there understanding of the story 
(what does the story try to tell us) and to think of a sentence, a word or an image that support 
their interpretation of the story.   
 
I knew that this process is not going to be easy for me because of my netural need to be “in 
control”. This practice forced me to be a listener, but more than that - it allowed us to have a 
more equal, open, creative conversation. I learned that the extra patience that I had to develop 
during this study session allowed for more collective support and challenging conversation. I 
was surprise with how creative we become at the end and how the 45 minutes that I schedule 
for it turned to be an hour and a half with many great ideas for a fantastic Tanach unit that will 
be connected to our overall Identity theme, 
 
Both teachers loved our session and wanted to do it with the whole Middle School faculty during 
our orientation in August. They both reported that they are going to try in incorporate it during 
their classes too.  
 
As for myself, I know that I will have to keep practice my listening skills. This is not an easy task 
for me, but I put it as one of my mais educational goals for next year. 
 


