
Dvar Torah 
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1. Start with the question- What does God have to do with the work that happens in the Beit 
Midrash (school)? 

2. Give some possible answers 
a. Watches over the students 
b. We daven daily 
c. We learn daily 
d. We make brachot throughout the day over food, bathroom, etc 
e. Pray we do well on a test or with a lesson 
f. Pray we don’t blow up the science lab 

3. Introduce Rabbi Nehunyah 
a. Lived around the 2nd century C.E 
b. Rich but known for his meekness and forgiving nature 

4. Read the Mishnah out loud in Hebrew and English 
5. Imagine for a moment the scene- Rabbi Nehunyah has entered the Beit Midrash. His 

colleagues and students seem curious about what he is doing as he enters. 
a. How is Rabbi Nehuhyah feeling?  What is his emotional state as he enters the Beit 

Midrash and as he leaves? 
b. What are the students/ colleagues thinking? 
c. Why did his colleagues ask him this question- “What is the nature of this prayer”? 
d. What kind of mishap(s) will or could he make? 
e. Why does he give thanks for his lot as he exits? 
f. If you were one of his colleagues how would you feel about his prayer? 
g. What kind of learning environment in the Beit Midrash might explain the Rabbi’s 

thankfulness upon leaving? 
6. I want to offer some of my thoughts and explanations 

a. He’s a teacher and he understands the power that he has in his classroom (school) 
b. He is humble for the opportunity to teach and learn with his students and 

colleagues and does not view this lightly. 
c. He is also modeling a behavior- he knows that he is always representing his beit 

midrash and community.  The students are looking to him to see how to act, what 
to say, and how to behave. 

d. He is worried that his students might learn the wrong material or have the wrong 
understandings because of how he teaches 

e. He is also worried about making a mistake and looking foolish in front of his 
students and colleagues.  If you’ve ever taught 8th grade science you know what 
I’m talking about! 

f. I believe that Rabbi Nehunyah prays to God in order to ensure that everything 
goes right for both him and his students in his Beit Midrash.  He accomplishes his 
goals, and they accomplish their own. 



7. The presence of God in our daily work and in the work that we do at Akiva is so special.  
The power of education, educators, teachers, administrators, and even Board members is 
to provide meaningful, sacred, honest, and positive connections/ understandings/ 
relationships/ possibilities.  This is something to treasure/ cultivate/ take pride in/ be 
nervous about, and maybe most importantly, be excited about. 


