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a. Background information 
 
Resh Lakish (Israel, 3rd century) 
Resh Lakish used to be a gladiator and/or the head of a group of gangsters. Following his 
encounter with R. Yochanan, he profoundly changed the course of his life and became an 
important and outstanding Talmudic scholar.  
 
R. Eleazar ben Arach (Israel, second half of 1st century) 
Student of R. Yochanan ben Zakai who characterized him as an ever flowing spring (Avot, 2:8) 
 
Rava (Mehoza, Babylon, first half of the 4th century) 
Charismatic teacher who attracts many students to his Talmudic Academy (Ta'anit 9a); 
Communal leader; "Logical argument precedes transmitted oral teaching" (Gittin, 73a). 
 
b. Text's structure 

 כל המלמד את בן חבירו תורה מעלה עליו הכתוב:
 

 רבא אמר: רבי אלעזר אומר: אמר ריש לקיש:
 כאילו עשאו

 
 

שנאמר, "ואת הנפש אשר 
 (5עשו בחרן" )בראשית יב, 

 כאילו עשאן לדברי תורה, 
 
 

שנאמר "ושמרתם את דברי 
הברית הזאת ועשיתם אותם" 

 (8)דברים כט, 

 כאילו עשאו לעצמו
 
 

עשיתם אותם" שנאמר "ו
( אל תקרי 8)דברים כט, 

 "אותם" אלא "אתם"
 
 

Anyone who teaches Torah to his neighbor’s son is regarded by Scripture: 
 

Resh Lakish said: Rabbi Eleazar says: Rava said: 
As though he had made 

him,  
 
 

As it is written “and the 
souls which they had 
made in Haran” 
(Genesis 12,5) 

As though he himself had 
created the words of the 

Torah 
 

As it is written “Keep 
therefore the words of this 
covenant and make them” 
(Deuteronomy 29,8) 

As though he had made 
himself 

 
 
For it is written “and make 
them” (Deuteronomy 29, 8) 
render not them (ATEM-

אתם )  but yourselves -
(OTAM אותם) 
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c. Text Study 
 
 
a. Together with your havruta partner, please articulate what each separate Rabbi might 

indicate as being ideally most central to teaching. 

 

b. Now, look at the text as one edited whole; as intentionally composed by having brought these 

three teachings together. In your group, discuss your understanding of its message(s). 

Graphically represent your understanding of the text on a poster which will be shared with the 

other groups.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


