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The  Second Tablets 
 

Exodus 34:1; 34:4 [Parashat Ki Tissa]: 

-ֶאל’ ה ַוּיֹאֶמר  א -ְׁשנֵי ְל!*ְּפָסל :מֶֹׁשה  ֻלחֹת
-ַעל ְוָכַתְבִּתי; ָּכִראׁשֹנִים יםֲאָבנִ  -ֶאת ַהֻּלחֹת

-ַעל ָהיּו ֲאֶׁשר ַהְּדָבִרים  ֲאֶׁשר ָהִראׁשֹנִים ַהֻּלחֹת
 .ִׁשַּבְרּתָ 

1 And the LORD said to Moses: Carve you two 
tablets of stone like1 the first; and I will write upon 
the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, 
which you broke. 2 
 

-ְׁשנֵי ַוּיְִפסֹל  ד  ַוּיְַׁשֵּכם, ָּכִראׁשֹנִים ֲאָבנִים ֻלחֹת
-ֶאל ַוּיַַעל ַבּבֶֹקר מֶֹׁשה ’ ה ִצָּוה ַּכֲאֶׁשר, נַיִסי ַהר
 .ֲאָבנִים ֻלחֹת ְׁשנֵי ְּביָדֹו ַוּיִַּקח; אֹתֹו

4 So he carved two tablets of stone like the first; 
and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went 
up onto Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded 
him, taking in his hand two tablets of stone. 

 
Exodus 24:12 [Parashat Mishpatim] 

-ֶאל 'ַוּיֹאֶמר ה  יב ֲעֵלה ֵאַלי  :מֶֹׁשה
-ָהָהָרה -ֶוְהיֵה -ָׁשם; ְוֶאְּתנָה ְל$ ֶאת

ֻלחֹת ָהֶאֶבן, ְוַהּתֹוָרה ְוַהִּמְצָוה, ֲאֶׁשר 
 ָּכַתְבִּתי, ְלהֹורָֹתם.

12 And the LORD said to Moses: 'Come up to Me on the 
mountain and be there; and I will give you the tablets of stone 
and the teaching and the commandment, which I have 
written, so that you can teach them.' 

Exodus 31:18 [Parashat Ki Tissa] 

-ַוּיִֵּתן ֶאל  יח ר ִאּתֹו ְּבַהר מֶֹׁשה, ְּכַכ(תֹו ְלַדּבֵ 
-ֻלחֹת ָהֵעֻדת ְׁשנֵיִסינַי,  ֻלחֹת ֶאֶבן, ְּכֻתִבים 

 .ֱא$קיםְּבֶאְצַּבע 

18 And He gave Moses, when He finished speaking 
with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the Pact, 
stone tablets, written with the finger of God. 

Exodus 32: 15-16 [Parashat Ki Tissa] 

-ַוּיִֶפן ַוּיֵֶרד מֶֹׁשה ִמן  טו ָהָהר ּוְׁשנֵי 
ֻלחֹת ָהֵעֻדת ְּביָדֹו: ֻלחֹת ְּכֻתִבים ִמְּׁשנֵי   

-ֶעְבֵריֶהם  ֵהם ְּכֻתִבים. ִמּזֶה ּוִמּזֶה

15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mountain, 
with the two tablets of the Pact in his hand; tablets that were 
written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other 
were they written. 

-ְוַהֻּלחֹת  טז ֵהָּמה;  ֱא$קיםַמֲעֵׂשה 
הּוא ֱא$קיםִמְכַּתב  ְוַהִּמְכָּתב ָחרּות, --

-ַעל  ַהֻּלחֹת.

16 And the tablets were the work of God, and the writing 
was the writing of God, incised upon the tablets. 

 
 
 
                                                        
1 Ibn Ezra: “Carve two tablets like the first”: This means “like them” in the kind of material and 
the same size. Now Saadia HaGaon lists seven ways in which the second set of tablets is superior 
 to the first but that is clearly ridiculous since it says (Ex 32:16) that the “writing was (נכבדים)
God’s writing” on both sets so how could the second be superior to the first? 
2 Rashi: “Carve you” literally means “Carve for yourself”. Or perhaps “Carve them 
YOURSELF!—After all it was YOU who broke the first ones!” 
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Exodus 34:27-29 [Parashat Ki Tissa] 

-ֶאל’ הַוּיֹאֶמר   כז -ְל$ ֶאת*ְּכָתב מֶֹׁשה:
ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה: -ִּכי ַעל    ָהֵאֶּלהִּפי ַהְּדָבִרים 
ָּכַרִּתי ִאְּת' ְּבִרית -ְוֶאת--  יְִׂשָרֵאל.

27 And the LORD said to Moses: 'Write you down 
these words, for in accordance with these words I 
make a covenant with you and with Israel.' 

-ַויְִהי  כח -ָׁשם ִעם ַאְרָּבִעים יֹום ְוַאְרָּבִעים ’ ה
ַליְָלה ָתה; ֶלֶחם $א ָאַכל, ּוַמיִם $א ׁשָ --

-ַוּיְִכּתֹב ַעל ֵאת ִּדְבֵרי ַהְּבִרית ַהֻּלחֹת ֶרת ֲעׂשֶ --
 ַהְּדָבִרים.

28 And he was there with the LORD forty days and 
forty nights; he ate no bread, and drank no water. And 
he wrote upon the tablets the words of the covenant, 
the ten words. 

   
Deut. 5:19 [Parashat Va’ethanan] 
 

-ֶאת   -ֶאל’ הֶּבר ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה ּדִ 
-ָּכל ָענָן ִמּתֹו' ָהֵאׁש הֶ  ְקַהְלֶכם ָּבָהר

ְוָהֲעָרֶפל קֹול ָּגדֹול ְו&א יָָסף; --
-ַוּיְִכְּתֵבם ַעל  ְּתנֵםַוּיִ  ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹת ֲאָבנִים

 ֵאָלי.

19 These words the LORD spoke to all your congregation at 
the mountain out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of 
the thick darkness, with a great voice, and it went on no more. 
And He wrote them upon two tablets of stone, and gave them 
to me. 

Deut 10:1-4 [Parashat Ekev] 

-ְל& ְׁשנֵי*ְּפָסל :ֵאַלי’ הֵעת ַהִהוא ָאַמר ּבָ   א לּוחֹת 
אׁשֹנִים, ַוֲעֵלה ֵאַלי, ָהָהָרה; ְוָעִׂשיָת ְּל!, ֲאָבנִים ָּכרִ 
 ֲארֹון ֵעץ.

1 At that time the LORD said to me: Carve you 
two tablets of stone like the first, and come up 
to Me on the mountain; and make yourself an 
ark of wood. 

-ְוֶאְכּתֹב ַעל  ב -ַהֻּלחֹת ֶאת -ֲאֶׁשר ָהיּו ַעל יםַהְּדָברִ 
 ָּבָארֹון. ָהִראׁשֹנִים ֲאֶׁשר ִׁשַּבְרָּת ְוַׂשְמָּתםַהֻּלחֹת 

2 And I will write on the tablets the words that 
were on the first tablets which you broke, and 
you shall put them in the ark.' 

ֹ   ג -ל ְׁשנֵיָוַאַעׂש ֲארֹון ֲעֵצי ִׁשִּטים, ָוֶאְפס  ֻלחֹת ֲאָבנִים
 ּוְׁשנֵי ַהֻּלחֹת ְּביִָדי. ָּכִראׁשֹנִים; ָוַאַעל ָהָהָרה

3 So I made an ark of acacia-wood, and carved 
two tablets of stone like the first, and went up 
onto the mountain, having the two tablets in 
my hand. 

-ַוּיְִכּתֹב ַעל  ד חֹת ַּכִּמְכָּתב ָהִראׁשֹון ֵאת ֲעֶׂשֶרת ּלֻ הַ 
 ֲאֵליֶכם ָּבָהר ִמּתֹו& ָהֵאׁש’ הֲאֶׁשר ִּדֶּבר  ַהְּדָבִרים

 ֵאָלי.’ הם ַהָּקָהל; ַוּיְִּתנֵם ְּביֹו

4 And He wrote on the tablets the same writing 
that was on the first, the ten words, which the 
LORD spoke to you from the mountain out of 
the fire in the day of the assembly; and the 
LORD gave them to me. 
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Exodus 32:4 [Parashat Ki Tissa]: 
 
 

   He took the things from their hands and 2                      ַוּיִַּקח ִמּיָָדם ַוּיַָצר אֹתֹו ַּבֶחֶרט ַוּיֲַעֵׂשהּו
                                                                                 created it (the Calf) with an engraving stylus   
            and made it. 
 
Exodus 8:15 [Parashat Va'eira] 
 

-ַּפְרעֹה    ַוּיֹאְמרּו ַהַחְרֻטִּמם ֶאל
ֶאְצַּבע ֱא'ִהים ִהוא   

-ַוּיֱֶחזַק ֵלב  ַּפְרעֹה  
-ְו"א  ר ִּדֶּבר יְהָוה.ַּכֲאׁשֶ  ָׁשַמע ֲאֵלֶהם   

                   15 Then the magicians said to   
                       Pharaoh: 'This is the finger of God’ and  
                       Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he did not   
                       listen to them, as the Lord had said. 
 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
* The asterisk here in the Hebrew replaces the makkef (the hyphen that joins certain 
biblical words for grammatical reasons) since I couldn’t get my computer to insert the 
hyphen in the Hebrew! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


